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Portia Iversen; Translated from English to Korean by Lee Won-kyoung; Gimm-Young Publishers; 440 pp., 11,000 won
Portia Iversen and her husband felt they had lost their two-year-old son, Dov, when he was diagnosed with autism. Driven by a passion to make sense of her son's condition, the writer embarks on a long, painful mission to uncover the complicated mysteries of autism and in the process meets Soma and her autistic son, Tito.
Tito, despite suffering from severe autism, turns out to be a poet with an IQ of 185 who has miraculously found a way to communicate. Through Tito, Iversen sees a ray of hope and ultimately succeeds in unveiling a part of autism's mystery in which even modern science had failed. Fighting skeptical doctors, she breaks through the seemingly impenetrable world of autistic children and at last, manages to reach out to her own son after years of silence.
The determination and unfaltering belief of two extraordinary mothers send a powerful message that there is always reason to hope.
-Kim Hyo-jin
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